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INEO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 TRSE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 
H-OI INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-OI PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-I5 USIA-06 DHA-02 10-13 /083 W 

071630Z 104876/44 

R071330Z JAN 77 

PM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 361 

INEO M/AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 3010 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

/MAMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 3037 

CONPIDENTIAL CAIRO 0358 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT EG 

SUBJECT: RET .EASE OP SHAR-'AWI GUM'A 

1. PRESIDENTIAL DECREE OP JANUARY 1 ORDERING RELEASE OP EORMER 
MININT SHAR'AWI GUM'A, WAS REPORTED WITHOUT COMMENT BY CAIRO 
PRESS EOLLOWING DAY. PUM A WAS ONE OP THREE KINGPINS IN ANTI- 
SADAT COUP ATTEMPT OP MAY 1971 . HIS DEATH SENTENCE HAD BEEN 
COMMUTED BY SADAT TO LIPE IMPRISOMNMENT. ALSO RELEASED WAS 
EORMER HIGHER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER DIYA' AL-DIN DA'UD, 

WHO HAD SERVED HALE OP HIS TEN YEARS HARD LABOR SENTENCE. 

2. COMMENT: SADAT HAS TOLD POREIGN AND LOCAL JORNALISTS POR 
MANY MONTHS THAT TIME NOT RIPE FOR RELEASE 1971 COUP LEADERS. 

HE HAS ADMITTED PUBLICLY THAT SAMI SHARAP HAS BEEN ILL AND HAS 
SENT EMISSARIES REQUESTING SADAT HIS RELEASE. GUM'A HAS ALSO 
BEEN ILL AND WAS REPORTEDLY BRIEPLY RELEASED POR HOSPITAL 
TREATMENT LAST YEAR.) 

3. MUHAMMAD HASSANAYN HAYKAL, WHO, WHILE STILL ON THE OUTS WITH 
SADAT, REMAINS PRIVY TO MUCH INSIDE INPORMATION (THANKS TO 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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HIS EXTRAORDINARILY BROAD RANGE OP LOYAL CONTACTS), 

GAVE THE AMBASSADOR HIS VERSION OF GUM'A'S RELEASE. HAYKAL 
EXPLAINED THAT SADAT HAD INFORMED THREE RINGLEADERS THAT THEIR 
RELEASE WHOULD BE CONTIGENT ON PERSONAL LETTER TO HIM ADMITTING 
THEIR RESPONSIBILITY POR THE COUP ATTEMPT AND "APOLOGIZING " 

POR IT. GUM'A AND SHARAP HAVE WRITTEN SUCH LETTERS, HAYKAL 
ASSERTED, BUT ALI SABRI HAS SO FAR REFUSED. 
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4. IN THIS CONNECTION, HAYKAL OBSERVED THERE ARE NO LONGER 
ANY "POLITICAL PRISONERS" IN EGYPT. IN HIS VIEW (A V EIW SHARED 
BY SADAT), POLITICAL PRISONERS ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN 
ACCORED A FORMER TRIAL. 

EILTS 
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